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REMARKS 
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NEW TRAGEDY, 4 . 205 
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The Roman Father. 


WITH 1 


Word to the Aviv 
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When Authors write FOR lofty rains Me fad, 
They needs muſt make the honeſt Critick mad. 
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REMARKS 


oN THE | 
N EW TRAGEDY, 


4 eb ; | 1 
The Ro man Father, 
„ 


8 your play of The Roman 
” FaTaeR has, for ſome time 
- paſt; employ'd the attention, 


tion of the town, I went the firſt night 
to ice the performance; and though in 
general I agree with 'the reſt of the 
. and think it a very ingenious 
B piece, 


and —_ the converſa- 


bt 
* 


3 


— 
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—— 
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x 


TC 
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piece, N worthy the applauſe it re- 


ceiyr d; pet, 2 it 1s your firſt. theatri- 


cal production, I can't forbear giving 
you my private opinion, where I think 
you have been a little miſtaken in 
your judgment, and what, by giving 
proper attention to the. following re- 
marks, you may avoid in your next 
piece — or even alter in this, againſt 


another ſcaſon, and your R OMAN 


FATHER may take a ſecond race for 


glory. As you will eaſily perceive, 
I only intend by this to improve your 
taſte for dramatic. writings, and give you 
a hint what is moſt likely to gain the 
applauſe of the town, I hope you will 
receive it in the friendly manner it is 
meant. ä 


* 


| Remarks on Tre Fiſt Aa 


1 HE: 3 opens, with: a conver- 
ſation between Horatia, a daugh- 


ter of Horatius's, and a common ſol- 


, or, may be, a ſerjeant, who had 
been 


* 7 


been ſent ſtom the camp on a meſſage, 
or with a letter, to her father. She 
hips after him, and endeavours to pump 
him, in order to learn what buſineſs he 
had been tranſacting with the old fel- 
ow. Now this I think a piece of 
impertinence, that a Roman lady ſhould 
be aſham'd of being guilty of: beſides 
which, ſhe gives a hint, that ſhe had 
been liſtening at the chamber door, 
during the ſoldier's converſation with 
| her father; and was now inquiring 
what ſhe "had heard before, as not 
willing to truſt her own ears —— I 
don't know how far a Roman might 
behave- to his daughter, upon this 'oc- = 
caſion; but, I know, a citizen of Lon- 

don would have whipt miſs for her 
curioſity.— She is immediately join'd 
by Valeria, who had not only heard 
(as ſhe ſays) what the ſoldier and 
Horatius had been talking of, but had 
even indulg d a ſecond curioſity, and 
been liſtening to what ſhe and the 
ſoldier had been converſing of ——and 
from thence proceeds a long ſcene; 

the 9 of which is ſo often re- 


youny 


q 8) 
3 that I can't remember what 1 
was about. 


Your hero at 1 appears with 


« News from the camp,” 


Which he 1s * full of, that he de- 
fires his friend Valerius to relate it 
which I don't think at all improper ; 
for, as the young lady could not truſt 
her own ears, when ſhe liſten d at the 
| + door, I dont wonder a man of ſeventy 
{ years old, and of the ſame family, 
ſhould 'be a little. doubtful of what 
| he heard in the confuſion of a camp — "M 

| The young gentleman tells the ſtory 

| very er and, it is greatly * 

firm' d, by the old fellow s declaring it 

l muſt be true, for he had hear his wy 

18 mother ſay che ſame "a A hundred 
ti ** Ty 


| . . ber father 4 4s gone, Horatia en- 
| quires aſter the Alban youths, and par- 
ticularly about her lover —— Valerius 
| only gives her a Common anGrer; fay- 


ll W ing, 


1 


ing, be left em merry, and ig good 


health: ſhe puts it a little . and 
a whether | 1 


« « Cains ſaid rothing of me?” 5 


Nothing (he replies) but ſuch a 
« falutations a friends Wen 
. would 99 


Now 1 8 what ſort of compli- 
ments thoſe were; for I don't know 
any author that Has taken notice of 
this kind of indifferent marmers | 
the Romans -—— Nor can I. well de- 

ſcribe our modern, unbid falutations — 
There is a manner, ſome of the lower 
people have, that feems to give me the 
beſt idea of it; which is this When 
two friends, that had not ſeen one 
another for ſome time, meet I have 
heard one ery——T hope all's well at 
your end of the town — Do you all 
hold tight M ſer vice Lil take 
an e 255 WS Py " 
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behaviour, and jar ig em 


Ce). 


all the unbid falutations I ever met 


with. - 


Beſides, this anſwer of Valerius could 
not be very cuſtomary, by the ſur. 
prize the lady ſhews upon the oc- 


caſion — She is immediately led off 


in a fit, and has only fenſe enough 
left to deſire her friend to pump the 
young gentleman concerning her loyer's 
This is 


very pretty, and ſtill keeps up the 


curioſity that ſeems to be the main 
mark of her character. | 


She is no ſooner gone, than Valeria 
goes to work, and inſiſts upon her 


brother's telling her, whether Caius 
was really ſo indifferent to ſend his 
general ſalutations only; or had he 


made up the ſtory, on purpoſe to ver 
Horatia The youth, after a little 


recollection, plainly. confeſſes he told a 
fib; and, to excuſe it, pleads the vio- 


lence of his Love blocs Valeria rates 
bim very on for but he ſtill perſiſts 


in his paſſion for — and =_ 


2 119 

his ſiſter to undertake his cauſe == She 
declines the office, aſſuring him Horatia 
has ſo ſtrongly ſettled her heart upon 
Caius, that all ſhe cou'd ſay, would not 
| have power to change e 18 
ſays he, 


« Some accident may iy ide their "mY 
© us not . rrp Bl iD 


By this, 7 fappole he means | Cains 
may have his brains beat out in the 
battle, or be ſeiz' d with a fever, or 
ſome other accident may put him out 
of the world Here I think, all our 
pity is due to Valerius; for tho tragedy 
abounds with unhappy lovers, yet this 


us youth ſeems to be more unfortunate 

he than any of the ſighing ſwains I ever 

lex heard of His paſſion is quite hope- 

ite leſs; nor can I find any way of expreſ- 

d 1 ſing - his condition better, thun 155 an 

vio- old Boglth laying, Viz. | 

rates 

den WY He's Waiting for dead mens ſhoes. 
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The ſiſter does not ſeem to give bim 
much a comfort, but ſen ds him to Aren 


Horatius ; while ſhe goes another way, 


and makes room for the fiddlers, who 
inform us the firſt act is over. 


Remarks on the Second Afi 


HE. thing that firſt ſtruck me in 


_ Horatius in joy that his three fons 


were choſen for the combat I muſt 
confets; this gave me great pleaſure; 


bat it was ſoon dempid again, when 1 


aw the tears of his daughter, which 
were drawn by the apprehenſion ſhe 
had of her brothers being all cxpos'd to 


ſuch eminent danger; and, to compleat 
the ſhock, the old fellow, without the 


leaſt paternal love, immediately wiſhes 
they might all die for their country 


which at once was crack and nonſenſi- 
cal; for, conſidering the terms on which 
they were to fight, his country muſt 


certainly 


i 
| 
. 4 
N [| 
Sn Ie OST | 
l 
n 
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certainly be enflay'd, if they were e all 


kil'd——Tho', it is poſſible, ſuch a 
hearty old blood as Horatius might 
have a reſerve of children, that at pre- 
lent he did not chooſe to own... 


Publius enters; 5 and the 5 


old man, ſo far from running r 
to his arms, bids him 


1 Stand off that he might view at ar. 
Ke e Re. way 41 Nav 


This p ut me in mind of a noe: = 


when he. tries on your cloaths, bids you 


fund, 22 ; 71 he 1 judge whether 


"op don? t doubt. but we wal 7 
bad a great deal more of this mechanic 
gazing, had not the king interrupted 
chem, by e in a ne from 
W | nomodl „, moe 1 


„Tull bawde ae: IF eyes; 


for, I could not help obſerving, that 
be had mark. his dignity with a full- 
Ws | HOT 
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W 
bottom wig, when the reſt were only 
in the common ornament that nature 


had deſign'd for the head. ——This 1 


| look'd upon as abſurd; for, if you de- 


ſign d this to denote the king, majeſty 
muſt needs owe its dignity to the bar- 
ber —and that there muſt be a defi- 


cieney in your genius, if you can't 
write a king in his.own hair. Tonk 5 


The monarch, notwithſtanding the 
load upon his head, 'convinc'd us he 


had more valuable matter underneath, 


by the tender and ſenſible ſpeech be 
made to Publius; in which he ſtrictly 
enquires into the conſtitution of the 
hero, and bids him conſider, whether 
he is ſure the publick love is more pre- 
dominant, than the private tenderneſs 
he may feel for his brothers, with 


whom he is to 00 


As the young man Liars! with the 


ſpirit becoming a Roman, I muſt con- 
feſs, I felt great pleaſure in the ſcene : 


nor does Tullus behave amiſs, when he, 


in a 1 N the gallant gan 


— 


* pe * 
ro 2p es | 
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But I was not ſo well pleas'd with the 


behaviour of the old fellow, who cries 


out, 


> And lt me death thee from TY 
* arms.” | 


This I ak upon as a piece of m. 
manners, equal to a man who ſhould 
ſnarch the tankard out of another's 
hand when he was going to drink, and 

ſo ſpoil his tip. Dp 1. 

The Gay of the hin tho ſo 
well receiv'd by the King and his fa- 
ther, has a quite different effect upon 
the female part of the family Poor 
Horatia's tenderneſs is greatly ſhock d 
at the apprehenſions of loſing her bro- 
ther, or her lover, or may be both. 
Now here I would propoſe an altera- 


tion; which, if you approve | bs 1 hal 
be proud of firſt ſtarting it Tis 


ſuch a one, as might ſettle the diſpute 
between the Romans and Sabines, with- 
out = toſs of any lives. 


BY 0 — 


You 


N 5 | | | 
| ; 3 
You cannot be inſenſible, how much 
the ſword has been forc'd lately to yield 
8188 to the more faſhionable heroes of the 
11 fit Now, I think, it would be 
1 more adviſeable, and more entertaining 
1 to an Engliſh audience, it you were to 
Ill omit the triumph of Publius; and, in 
its place, introduce a ſcene of the en- 
gagement, with this variation from hiſ- 
| tory only, that it ſhould be a boxing- 
fi match, inftead of the more bloody en- 
| counter with ſwords-----Befides, it will 
Wh 47 a greater variety of characters ; for, 
=_ | dy, this means, you will be oblig' d to 
WHE add the three Curiatii, and the other 
two Roman youths. to the drama------ 
Nor need this ſcene want its decorations; | 
for I would have the virgins undreſ- 
ſing the combatants, and adorning them 
with . wreaths before the battle, and 
many other little ceremonies that might 
be introducd upon this occaſion------ 
Perhaps you'll ſay, that the theatre can- 
not furniſh you with fix heroes, ſo near 
of a ſize, and proportionable in ſtrength, 
as to make it look like fair play - 
— N e 
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( 17 ) 
the audience------This objection may be. 
cafily remov'd ; ; for, ſuppoſe they are 


not all alike capable, as to be ſure I, 


don't know one that looks like a match. 


for Publius. what then? you may put 


bim upon a footing with his antagoniſt, 


by tying one hand behind; or, if that 
won't do, let him engage bim with 


one hand down on his knees; an old 


cuſtom, to this day kept up among the 
1 


Another! advantage - have in 
this, is, your play would, ſome _— 


be a comedy, and ſome à tragedy, ar- 


cording to the diſpoſition of your audi- 


ence-On a holiday, when the vul- 
gar attend the theatre, I don't. doubt 
but a broken jaw, or a crack d crown, 
will ſufficiently ſupply. them with mirth, 


id then it will be a comedy--=--when; 
the hetter ſort, and the fair ſex are pre- 
ſent, their concern for the batter d he- 
nes, will make it again à tragedy 


And if this ſort of fiſting ſhould ſuc- 


cced. as well upon Drury-Lane theatre, 
as it has at B.— s, I don't doubt 


but 
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(18 ) 
but 1 ſhall fee, in a little time, inſtead 
of a cantata or a dance, a boxing-match 
between every act but I think it 
ſhould be properly introduc d at firſt.---- 
I was ſo taken up with the thoughts 
of this alteration, that I did not take 
notice enough of the remaining 'part of 
the act, to take any farther remarks 
upon It. To HE 


Remarks on the Third Af. 
oO I had, at the time I faw it, 
A ſet down in my mind ſeveral cu- 


rious remarks on this act, which might 
have proy'd to my honour, and your 


inſtruction; yet, I confeſs, I was fo 


amaz'd and charm'd with Mr. G — xk, 
in this place, that I forgot them; and 
TI am ſure, no ſpectator there but muſt 
have loſt your errors (if you had any) 
in bis performance---—-Should' J at- 
tempt to give a deſcription of it, I muſt 
be guilty of injuſtice, or accus d of par- 


4 


tality 1 ſhall therefore e to 


the 1 8 85 


EY 


Remarks on the Fe uarih 45 


"HIS at 8 with Valeria firk 


ving to pacify the enrag d ages 
and divert him from the bloody 
poſe of murdering his ſon But be 
ſeems ſtill reſolute, till Valerius comes 
in, and gives an account of the manner 
of the fight, in which he mentions 8 


ſon as glorious. 9 S Nun 


6 Very fine KA the father) to 2 


« thro ' infamy a way to ' glory. yo 


1 dor? t know: 3 in Bi _ 


time of Rome, the Romans" "had found 
out that way, and therefore Horatius 


may well be ſurpriz d at it but it is 


a e Thy INE an hays made 
uſe of. 
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The reſt of this act I have already 

d to you to alter; and, as [ 

't doubt but you'll take the hint, I 

i't make any "Arkh remarks upon 

-Only would adviſe you, to pre- 

re in tlie Alteration as much of the 

ene between Publius, the father, , and 

the lady ꝓhffibie {mee it gives the 

three perfermers an opportunity al 
e thbir great 3 e 
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1k 01 1826 pb 221100 - "7 TY | 
Ti I'S, 2& begins wihWaleria * 
her brother; the firſt of which 
ives us-a long deſcription of the wound 
Loratia had receiv' d from Publius -— 
— the young man, with a great 
deal of ill- manners, Sies no ear to-. 
Mutters ſomething about tevenge, and 
leaves her without letting her into his 
deſign; and, if you don't alter this ſcene 
a little, the people will be apt to take 
the young Roman for a fool, and 
not 


— 


. 


at. 


This i is follow d by a ſcene — 
Horatia, her ſurgeon, and at tendants — 
As to the ſurgeon, his. part is — 
dumb ſhew; which, I think, 
might have greatly heighten” d, "by 
giving him ſomething to ſay upon the 

occaſion Suppoſe a little deſcription 
of the nature of the wound; or, if 


you had introduc'd a brother of the 


faculty in conſultation with him, it 
might have produce d an argument, very 
agreeable and inſtructive to the au- 

dience — But your leaving her to one 


poor doctor, look ' d as if you'd have 


the audience think, ſhe was loſt for 
want of care; and, with great reaſon 
they might imagine ſo, ſince a 


ſquire, now-a-days, can't die without 
Wh a dozen phy! 2 


I think here you are a little wrong 
in your ſcenery; for, if I don't miſtake, 
it is * to be the chamber of 

125 D Horatia, 


not cable of | telling what he'd be 


(Cm) 

Mots white her friends, after the 
wound was given, had. conducted her, 
in order to ſeek for Proper remedies : 
if , it muſt ſurely be very improper 
to have the mob ruſh, in that violent 
manner, into a dying lady 8 — 2 
a bum-bailiff might have done ſo, 
farch of his priſoner; but ſure a Ro- 
man people, famous for honour and 
decency, aye, and with their King at 
their head too, would not be guilty of 
ſach rudeneſs -— Pray alter this, and 
fappoſe the king fie the people at 
the ſtreet door; and, if you have a 
mind to give the audience an idea of 
the tumult they made upon this oc- 
calion; let a noiſe be heard of breaking 
windows, Forcing-of doors, &c. —— 80 
end the play over Horatia s corps, and 
let the tumult be after it is R be- 
kind the . 


The above mo are N hom 
my obſervation the firſt night; and, if 
I have, by forgetting the very words, 
Beet the . I ſhall in my 
| next 


I 
next theatrical remarks e my 
error — And I expect, if you make 


uſe of my advice, and alter your tragedy 


as I have propos d, you ſhould in a 
preface to the ſecond edition, acknow- 
ledge the obligation you have to 


Tour friend, &c. 
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